


How Do (STEM) 

Students Navigate 

Uncertainty in 

Complex Living 

Wicked Problems?  



Tame vs. Wicked Problems 

Tame problems 
 

• Definable 

• Separable 

• Findable solutions 
 

vs. 

Wicked problems 
 

• Ill-defined 

• Essentially unique 

• No ultimate solution 
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Complex Adaptive Systems 
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Higher Education as a Catalyst 

 Integration of 

1) external transitions  

2) internal transformation 



Sailing the Seas of Complexity 
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