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European Army?

Some thoughts on military cooperation in 

todays complicated world.

COMMUNITATE

VALEMUS
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Wake up call

6 months after Russia illegally violated the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of her neighbour Ukraine, we must agree on 

long-term measures to strengthen our ability to respond quickly 

to any threat, to reassure those allies who fear for their own 

country’s security and to deter any Russian aggression.
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But …….

We can export stability now or we 

will import instability in the future.

Frans Timmermans
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With military precision

Mathematical

plan able

clear C2

disconnected from politics

Clear responsibilities

• services

• nations

• agencies 
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Biggest difference
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Complexity

Significant 

Delay=
Significant 

Delay=
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Fear as a weapon
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Information and disinformation
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Understanding ?
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Culture as the excuse
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Corruption & Contracting
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Corruption !
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Understand complex environment
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Hybrid warfare ≠ Cold War 
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It is the economy stupid !
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Information and disinformation
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Understanding ?
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Messaging !
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New paradigm: interdepedency

Chaotic

Hard (impossible) to plan

Unclear C2 (caveats)

Immediate political impact

Permanent need to explain

Always dependent on others

• joint

• multinational

• interagency



20

Multinational
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“Wenn der nationale Einsatz die Ausnahme und das Wirken im 
multinationalen Verbund die Regel ist, müssen unsere Curricula das 
in der Ausbildung berücksichtigen und die internationalen 
Verfahren im Führungsprozess zu Grunde legen.

Das gilt im Übrigen auch für alle Übungen…“

General Volker Wieker, Generalinspekteur der Bundeswehr

Oktober 2012, Bundeswehrtagung Strausberg

Train as you fight
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Smart(er) defence
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Smart ?

Soldiers will always make it work, but 

it could be so much easier.
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Less stupid defence
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increased
development costs

more
expensive 
spare parts

over spending

nations opt out

Teufelskreis

lower budgets

reduced numbers
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Smart buyer ?

Alone numbers are to low.

(limited bargaining position)

„Lead nation“ Construct

• real experience

• sufficient numbers

Consider national (industry) 

interests fairly

Industry standards !
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Cyber ?
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Smart Defence
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Smart Defence
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Deutschland und Niederlande

„Nec temere, nec timide“ (zu deutsch: 

„Weder unbesonnen noch furchtsam“). 

Deeper Integration
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Urgent action
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I would like to underline that 

security comes at a price. And our 

need for security justifies paying 

that price. At some point, we may 

be forced to act militarily in order 

to remain secure on the European 

continent. 

Underlines the new security challenges 

posed by the so-called 4th generation’s 

warfare, a hybrid war, which is manifested 

as a combination of a use of irregular and 

conventional military methods as well as 

elements from cyber, economic and 

information warfare, and political pressure; 
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European army ?

US and NATO             EU and NATO

Real cooperation

Real capabilities

Real alternative
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Credible deterrence ?
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Credible deterrence ?
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Dependency on US far to big
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Deterrence through training?

Plus de sœur moins de sang. 
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Messaging !

The Alliance’s 28 leaders agreed at their 

Wales Summit on Friday (5 September 2014) 

to reverse the trend of declining defence

budgets and raise them over the coming 

decade…
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So what ?

Paradigm shift 

• accept dependencies 

• accept complexity

Deterrence through training

Messaging is key

Soldiers should stick to their own trade

• dominate the security domain

but

• understand the context
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Only together we are strong.
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Questions ?


